79

ELEAXOEA OF CASTILE,

FIRST QUEEN COXSQET OF EBTVAED I.

THE marriage ox the infanta donna, Eleanora of Castile, with
prince Edward, heir of England, happily terminated a war
which her brother, king ^dphonso, surnamed the Astronomer, was
waging with Henry III. regarding an obsolete claim he made to
one of the provinces of Guienne. Henry III., contrary to his nsual
luck, gare the invaders a sound castigation, and the learned
Alphonso was glad to sue for peace, offering the hand of his
beautiful half-sister Eleanora, with a dower of the disputed
provinces. Moreover, her mother, the widow-queen of Castile,
had inherited Ponthieu from the notorious princess Alice, her
mother. Prince Edward, accompanied by the queen, his mother,
crossed the Pyrenees to espouse the young princess. The bride-
groom was fifteen, the bride not ten years of age. The princely
couple were wedded August 5th, 1254, in Burgos, where young
Edward received knighthood from the sword of the royal astro-
nomer, who, when he could detach his thoughts from the stars",
was renowned on earth as a true Castilian chevalier, heroic in Ms
own person but not fortunate as a general. Prince Edward and
his bride returned to Guienne, where Henry HI. received them
most lovingly, but so far gave way to his usual extravagance, that
he spent 300,000 marks on their nuptial feast and on another at
Paris, where so many monarchs of western Europe, relatives to
the royal family of England, assembled, that it was called the
Feast of Kings. "When one of them questioned the prudence of
the outlay, Henry IIL replied, " Say no more, lest men should
stand amazed at the hearing thereof!" The caution was the
more needed, for when the young bride (after several months of
festivities) landed at Dover, October, 1255, she wag remarked for
lier vast retinue and very scanty wardrobe. Eleanora was ngt
accompanied by the prince. She was too young for an establish-
ment, and he was finishing his knightly devoir by practice at all
remarkable tournaments, and she at her tender age had her educa-